Dear Senator or Congressman               , 

[insert a short introduction of yourself as a nutrition support professional]  I am writing to ask for your support in addressing the patient harm that is caused by drug shortages.  Specifically, I am asking you to cosponsor S. 296 (or HR 2245), a bill that would help address the issues leading to drug shortages.  

Shortages of drugs in hospitals and health-systems have been increasing at an alarming rate.  Currently, the American Society of Health-System Pharmacists (ASHP) Drug Shortage Resource Center (http://www.ashp.org/Import/PRACTICEANDPOLICY/PracticeResourceCenters/DrugShortages.aspx ) lists 150 drugs in short supply.  The drugs affected by shortages are often life saving drugs as well as medications used to provide parenteral nutrition (nutrition via vein), relieve pain, to treat serious infections, and other conditions.  Unavailability of these drugs has forced the use of alternatives that have safety concerns, higher potential for error, and increased healthcare costs. Quality of care and patient safety have already been affected, and I am deeply concerned that this situation will worsen if action is not taken. 

[Insert example(s) of PN drug shortages that have effected your patients] 
S. 296 (or HR 2245) would provide the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) with tools to better manage—and hopefully prevent—shortages of life-saving medications.  The legislation enables the FDA to work more effectively with the pharmaceutical supply chain to ensure drug availability, and enhances the agency’s ability to monitor drugs that are vulnerable to shortages in the future.  The bill also enables FDA to work with drug manufacturers to establish contingency plans for manufacturing interruptions such as raw material shortages, adjustments to production capabilities, and product discontinuations.

Thank you in advance for your consideration to cosponsor S.296 (or HR 2245).  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or would like more information.  I look forward to working with you on this important public health and patient safety issue in 2011.
Regards,
Name
Home address

